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Panel May Conclude Ray Murdered Dr. King 
Expecting To Get $50,000 From St. Louisan 


By WENDELL RAwis JR. 

. Mf7i,N<w York Tlnn Naw> &rvlc. ; 

•^ fter 811 ^ ^toesses have been 
allthe evidence analyzed, and digested, the 
House SelectCommittee on Assassinations is wow-ted 
Earl Ra y “JW ^ Re^Dr. 
“ a ^fjr u * er K“lg for money - *50,000 that he never 
collected from a nght-wing St. Louis busin essman who 
wanted the civil rights leader slain. V 
• _ committee is expected to decide that the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation botched the case, 
apparently ignoring the possiblity of conspiracy in the 
: assassination and concentrating on the identification 
and apprehension of afugitive. In the process, valuable 
. time and evidence was lost, important figures never 
, were interviewed and information wak disregarded, if 
not hidden. f,- 

Even though the committee is coifluCting Hennas ' 
^ni d t 5 e i? ub ^ c recordj its investimtion is virtually, 

. cqmpleted allowing it to arrive a!t several conclusions. - 
■pat picture„can be drawn on the' basis of interviews ’ 
stett offices 66 fflember5 * Wltne sses apd Congressional 

According to -the committee’s investigation and a 
separate investigation, by. The New fork Times, the 
presence of l standing *50,000 offer wls well known in 
HwSit. Louis area m 1967 and 1968 afll probably had 
be^reported to federal authonties"|phPr jo.KingJs 

’ The two investigations haveproduc^d the following’ 
2 }*.^ ““St likely way the Kf two mm- 
colHded in the cross-hairs of political as ji asai nqHrw - , . 

; On July 13,1967, about three moS^mer Ray e&T 


caped from the Missouri State Penitentary, hfe and 
perhaps his two brothers robbed a bank in Alton, 111 ' 
and took *27,000. ’ - 

Ray’s split of the proceeds, and the money he accti- 
mulated through odd jobs and other robberies he?has - 
pubhely acknowledged,, would have been sufficient to 
finance his adventures and expenditures-from the time 
he left prison until he was captured at London’s Heath- 
row Airport on June 8, 1968. ' » - 7 

, From the prison escape' on April 23,' 1967, Until the ' 
bank robbery on July 13, Ray adhered pretty much to . 
his familiar lifestyle of roommgdiouse beds and beane- 
ry bowls. There were stints as a dishwasher and mod 
server. • ^ , 

But the day after the banlrrobbery, July 14 , -he 
turned up in Montreal, signed a six-monthTease on ap ' 
apartment, bought $250 worth of new clothes and vaca- 
_ tioned at a fashionable Canadian ski resort,, -J,* 

He later traveled ttf Mexfco arid California, reverting 5 

' 4 WJiite Ray was no the rnti, a prdnrinrint ^tentatTor/ 
ney in Str Louis was looking-for Someone to assassinate ~ 

*"* •' '' • ■. 


A former St. Louis auto parts dealer named Russell 
p* has 881(1 111131 he 5*“ Approached sometime in 

. Iate l966 or early 1967 by a business associate, John R 
Rauffmann, who invited him to a meeting with the la- 
tent attorney, John H. Sutherland. , 

Sutherland, a member of the conservative Southern 
States Industrial Council and a leader of the White Citi- 
ren’s Council of St> Louis, told Byers that a group of 
businessmen would pay *50,000 for the murder of JKing, 

according to Byers; , . > , , , 

AByers said that he declined the offer. The other two 
“men are now dead. . .. ^ 

\ Both Kauffmann and Sutherland' were membera'oi 
• the American IndependentParty and were active atm- 
porters of Alabama Gov. George C. Wallace' whose 
campaign office r in Sit. Louis .in 1968 was located In a 
bouse across. the street from a tavern operated % 
Say’s brother John, The.Ucense.was heldjoy Ray’s sis 
. *Ss* C8role from November 1967 to December 
O 

V*;ihe Ray Brothers were.avltiWallaresupportereand 
-mb* tavern: became^rtuallyi a Wallace headmiarters 
rapnex, filled with buttons)- bumper stickers, 'posterearid 

jactuws.*«<'^ s •* r r % 



